






minimum of 10% of the test pits area, incorporating archaeological and Native 
American monitoring. Such a plan would involve systematic, yet low-frequency 
inspection of the produced bore hole spoils. 

 
AMTB feels strongly that archaeological and native monitoring is an essential component that 
should be included in mitigation measures regarding potential impacts to cultural resources 
resulting from the proposed undertakings. 
 
The incorporation of the above two recommendations— comprehensive archeological/Native 
monitoring of at least the two boring hole locations that are located nearest to recorded 
archaeoloical resources, and a systematic “spot-checking” plan for the test pits area— would 
help to address AMTB concerns about the potential to disturb buried and other potentially 
unrecorded cultural resources. 
 
Impacts to Tribal Ethnobotanical Resources and Missing Ethnographic Study Results 
 
While efforts described in the DEIR to identify archaeological resources are extensive, AMLT 
remains concerned about how the removal of vegetation, soil compaction, and other project 
activities may impact culturally/ethnobotanically significant populations of plants, which are part 
of the overall cultural landscape.  
 
As has been communicated within prior AB52 consultation and comments, AMTB recommends 
the specific incorporation of an ethnobotanical plant survey as part of the process of 
identifying and evaluating impacts to Tribal Cultural Resources. Cross-referencing a list of 
known culturally significant plants with inventories from past biological surveys is no 
replacement for a focused ethnobotanical survey that considers patterns of potential species 
co-occurrence with cultural/village sites and archaeological features. Having a tribal member 
participate as a cultural monitor during archaeological surveys led by an archaeological 
consulting firm is not an effective method for identifying ethnobotanical resources and also does 
not replace the need for such a survey. Field botanists or biologists not specifically trained in 
identifying ethnobotanical resources or informed by consultation with culturally affiliated tribes 
are not qualified to perform an adequate ethnobotanical survey. 
 
In addition, the analysis of impacts to Tribal Cultural Resources is not adequate due to the 
absence of important information that will be provided by the forthcoming Ethnographic Study of 
the PREP area under preparation by Albion Environmental. As AMTB has previously 
communicated, the completion of an Ethnographic Study is a critical element of properly 
analyzing impacts to tribal cultural and historical resources. 
 
Improper classification of AB52 tribal consultation 
 
AMTB is concerned about the minimization of the input of our tribe in ongoing AB52 consultation 
regarding the current Geotechnical Investigations for the Pacheco Reservoir Expansion Project 
by terming the consultation an “informal” process, due to a lack of clarity regarding an alleged 






